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KEEPING WARM 
THIS WINTER

WHEN the mercury drops, you can stay 
warm and cosy knowing your house 
design is doing all the hard work for 

you, according to Dale Alcock Homes general 
manager Cameron Lade. 

“Building or renovating is a perfect 
opportunity to pay attention to the basics of good 
design so your home is naturally comfortable to 
live in, whatever the weather is doing outside,” 
he says. 

“You won’t have to resign yourself to 
expensive heating bills to keep cosy. Instead, you 
can concentrate on creating hygge with all your 
winter favourites, whether it’s curling up with a 
blanket, a book and a mug of hot chocolate, or 
chatting with friends around the fire pit.”

When it comes to designing a house for winter 
warmth, one of the key concepts relates to the 
position of the house on the block and how it 
makes the most of the winter sun. 

“The concept is one of the basics of passive 
solar design,” Cameron says.

“The idea is that during the cooler months, 
you can use heating direct from the sun to warm 
your home. Because the sun sits lower in the sky 
in winter, it’s able to penetrate below the eave 
line and warm your home.”

As a rule of thumb:
• It’s best to have the rooms you use the most, 

such as the living areas, facing north, as this is 
the side of the house that will be the warmest 
in winter. 

• The south side is the coolest, so this is the best 
place for bedrooms or rooms you don’t use 
during the day. 

• Bedrooms also work well on the eastern side, 
as does the kitchen, where you’ll get warming 
morning sun.

• Little-used areas such as bathrooms, the 
garage and laundry should be on the western 
side, which can be hottest in summer.

Australia is known for its sun and heat, but Western Australian winters can be 
deceptively chilly. Paying attention to the basics of good house design can go a 
long way to keeping the cold at bay.

STYLE

The choice of materials you use in your 
home can have a big impact on how warm it 
stays in winter. 

Some materials have a high thermal mass, 
which means they are better at absorbing 
warmth from the winter sun during the day and 
releasing it back into the room at night.

Good examples are floor tiles, which retain 
heat from direct sunlight better than carpet or 
timber can. Concrete slabs and clay brickwork 
also provide good thermal mass. 

“It’s important to pay attention to where 
internal doors are being positioned so you can 
create zones and simply heat the rooms you 
need at the time,”  Cameron says. 

Insulation is another effective weapon in the 
battle to keep heat in during the winter. It can 
be used in ceilings and in external and internal 
walls, as well as in the roof cavity.

If your design includes an alfresco, be aware 
of how it might affect the amount of winter 
sun and natural light coming into the house 
and consider planting deciduous trees outside 
north-facing rooms. 

When in full bloom in the summer they can 
shade the house from the worst of the heat, yet 
in the middle of the year when the leaves have 
dropped, they let in warming winter rays.

“There’s a lot you can do at the design stage 
of a new build or renovation to make sure your 
home stays warm when those cooler months 
roll round,”  Cameron says.

contact
Dale Alcock Homes 
6558 0724 
www.dalealcock.com.au 

The Gilmore I display by Dale Alcock.

Dale Alcock’s Orchard I display.

THE four-bedroom home is ideal for anyone 
after a stylish home with informal overtones, 
according to WA Country Builders and 

Rural Building Company principal designer 
Robert Kirkovski.

“The home is open, bright and very liveable,” 
he says.

With a width of 13.39m, the home is well 
suited to a number of standard-sized blocks 
across Western Australia, but Robert says it 
is best suited to places where views can be 
appreciated from the master bedroom and living 
areas.

An open-plan living and dining area spans the 
rear of the home and is overlooked by the well-
positioned kitchen.

Two sets of sliding doors connect with the 
double-width alfresco, which Robert says is a 
key aspect of the overall design.

“The entertaining areas have a very strong 
inside-outside relationship,” he says. “A 
generous amount of glass gives a wonderful 
view outward to the alfresco areas and beyond.”

This connection with the outside is further 
enhanced by the master bedroom, as a third 

sliding door leads off from this room.
Internally, the master bedroom has a walk-in 

dressing room and incorporates a large ensuite 
with a bath, double vanity, shower and separate 
toilet.

“The master suite has been designed to be like 
something you would find in a boutique hotel 
suite,” Robert says. 

“It’s an opulent space with an ensuite to 
match, definitely an ooh la la.”

Sitting central in the design is a study and 
relax room, which adds a sense of versatility to 
the design.

“The relax room is definitely a room to chill, 
listen to music or just watch some TV,” Robert 
says. “It’s separate enough when you want it 
to be and flexible in its 
purpose.”

The three auxiliary 
bedrooms sit at the front 
of the home and are 
well placed to provide 
younger members of the 
family or guests with 
their own sense of space.

CHRIS THURMOTT 

BUILT FOR THE VIEWS

THE MANTA
WA Country Builders

Checklist
PRICE From $194,000
LOCATION 77 Gurnard Loop, Vasse
OPEN Monday and Wednesday 2-5pm 

and Saturday and Sunday 1-5pm.

SIZE 289.81sqm
WIDTH 13.93m
DEPTH 22.36m
GARAGE 36.88sqm
FEATURES Activity, alfresco, office, parents’ 

retreat, scullery.
PHONE 1800 227 161
WEBSITE www.wacountrybuilders.com.au

4 2

Using a combination of earthy and natural tones, The Manta by WA Country 
Builders has been styled for a contemporary feel.
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KITCHEN SEPARATION 
The kitchen has been intentionally 
designed to be separated into three 
main work areas – the island bench, 
the back utility area and the semi-
concealed scullery/appliance area. 

PRIVATE RETREAT 
The master suite includes a corner 
retreat that feeds out to a private 
rear living area, which would be a 
great place for a private spa. 

VIEW TO REMEMBER  
The design comes into its own when 
views can be appreciated from the 
master bedroom, as well as the 
living areas. 
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